CONSTITUTIONS 
$OCIETY, 
TO SUPPORT AUTHORS IN DISTRESS; 


AND 


T0 AFFORD TEMPORARY RELIEF TO THE 
WIDOWS AND CHILDREN OF THOSE WHO 
HAVE ANY CLAIM ON PUBLIC GRATITUDE 
OR HUMANITY, FROM LITERARY MERIT 
OR INDUSTRY. 


HE peculiar reaſons d aftlitution are ſo ob- 
vious as ny to require enumeration. 


All the boaſted diſtinctions of England have great 
obligations to the Preſs. Princes are influenced, mi- 
niſters propoſe meafures, and magiſtrates are inſtructed, 


by the induſtry of literature; while the authors of hints, 


| ſuggeſtions, and diſquiſitions, may be n in 
* or dying in diſtreſs. 


This injuſtice, operating on irritable minds, gene- 


rates that particular ſpecies of rancour incident to genius 
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in free ſtates ; producing perſonal ſatire on thoſe of ele- 
vated condition; the malignant jealouſy of literary 
emulation; and an indifcriminate, general calumny, as 


injurious to * intereſts, as it is diſhonourable to 


human talents. 


It is thought theſe evils may be meliorated or re- 
moved, by an inſtitution to ohtain juſtice or compaſſion 


for talents injured and depreſſed, to withdraw the dread- 


ful apprehenſions and proſpects which warp integrity 
and pervert genius, and to produce candor and harmony 
in the provinces or literature. 


Every deſcription of genius and merit has ſome mode 


of compenſation, except that devoted to general ſei- 


ence, political diſquiſition, and the Belles Lettres. 
The learned profeſſions, and all the provinces of arts 
merely imitative, have probabilities of renumeration or 


refuge: Literature alone is neglected, when become a 
diſtin purſuit, and * the faculties of the 
mind. 


5 It is the purpoſe of this inſtitution to eſtabliſh a 


fund; on which Authors, properly recommended, may 
rely for aſſiſtance ; in proportion to the produce of 
that fund. 


The annual ſubſcription to be not leſs than a Guinea; 
as much more as the abilities and inclination of the ſub- 


ſcriber may admit. 


Donations of tc ten Guineas, and upwards, to conſtitute 
a Sub- 
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a Subſcriber for life; and 3 in truſt will be grate- 
fully received. 


As the Theatres are ſupported by literary talents; it 
is not doubted the managers will countenance ſuch 
dramatic benefits as may be propoſed by the Committee 
for the advantage of the fund. 


| Every other mode of increaſing the revenues of the 
inſtitution will be adopted; whether ſuggeſted by = 


lic or private information. 


All buſineſs to be tranſaQted by a Regiſter, Treaſurer, 
a Committee of fifteen, and a Council of fifty, | 


Every Subſcriber to be a Conſtituent : and at noon, | 


on the firſt Friday in May, to meet the other Sub- 
ſcribers, annually, to chuſe Regiſters, Treaſurers, a 
Committee of fifteen, and a Council of fifty, if the 
number of Subſcribers exceed a hundred; if not, the 
Subſcribers to diſcharge the offices of Council. 


At the meeting of the Subſcribers, Councils, or 


Committees, the Prefident or Chairman is to be ap- 


pointed only for. a year; the deciſions to be by a 


majority; and the Preſident to give only a caſting 
vote on an equal diviſion, The Quorum of the Sub- 
ſcribers, or Society, in reſpect to the Council, to be 
one hundred and one; that of the Council twelve ; 
and that of the Committee five. 
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The pecuniary appointments, if any, for the Regiſters, 


 ColleQors, Meſſengers, &c. muſt be aſhgned and ap- 


proved at their election. Theſe officers may be ſuſpended 
by the Council, on a complaint well ſupported by a 
member of the Committee, or of the Council; but they 
muſt not be diſcharged without a vote of the Sub- 
ſcribers. Security may be taken, by the Committee, 
for the execution of their truſts. 


All e for relief are to be made to a Re- 
giſter; who, if the caſes be urgent, may immediately 
ſummon a Committee; if not, he is to ſubmit them 
at the firſt meeting: and the Committee is to meet at 
a convenient and appointed hour, on the firſt Friday of 
every month, at a fixed and known place, where it may 
execute its offices ; · and where meſlages, letters, and 
applications, may be received. 


If the Subſcribers ſhould be too numerous for the 
room or rooms appropriated to the Committee and 
Council, their yearly aſſembly muſt be held in ſome 
large and public building, at a ſmall price of admiſſion: 
but all unneceſſary occaſions of expending the revenues 
of the inſtitution ſhould be avoided. 


The aſſiſtance afforded to Authors in diſtreſs, or to 
their widows and children, ſhall be at the diſcretion of 


the Committee; and be tranſmitted by a 8 ac- 


cording to its order. 


All the ſtock, property, and revenues of the Society 
| ſhall be in the public funds, in public and competent 
ſecu- 
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ſecurities, and at a banker'ss No money ſhall be 2 * 


drawn for, but on an order of the Committee; no 

| ſecurities ſhall be changed; nor ſhall any part of a 
capital, whether in eſtates or funds, be diſpoſed of, 
but by the conſent of a general meeting of the Sub- 
ſcribers. | 


Books of Accounts by a Treaſurer, and books of 
tranſactions and occurrences, by a Regiſter, ſhall be 
always liable to inſpection by the Committee and Coun- 
cil, or by any of their members. They ſhall be open 
four days in every year to any Subferiber: i. e. On 
Chriſtmas, Lady, Midſummer, and Michaelmas days. 


The monthly meetings of the Committee ſhall be 
open to any member or member? of the Council, or of 
the Society if there be no Council; who may attend to 
the occurrences of the inſtitution, but not immediately 


_ interfere or vote. If any irregularities or abuſes be 


ſuppoſed to ariſe, four members of the Council, or of 
the Society if there be no Council, by direQions to a 
Regiſter, or by letters from themſelves, may aſſemble the 
whole, to conſider the meaſures in queſtion, to obviate 
or approve their effects, and to ſuſpend the operations 
of the Committee, of the Regiſter or other Officers, 
until the general ſenſe of the Subſcribers be taken, 


Temporary vacancies in the Committee, or in the 
offices, are to be filled up at the diſcretion of the 
Council, | | 


Sub- 
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Subſcriptions are received oy the following Bankers : 


 HammzRsLEy and Co. Pall-Mall 


Courrs, Strand, 


DIMSDALE and Co. Comhill. 


| THOMAS MoRRls, Eſq. No. 
24, Baker-ſireet, ene 


ſquare. 


E. BRookE, Bookſeller, Bell - 
yard, Temple Bar. 


TroMAs DarE, M. D. Union Court, 


Old Broad- ſtreet, 3 
Mr. Deputy Nichols, Red. Lion. Paſ. 7 


ſage, Fleet-ſtreet, 
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